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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of 

Pewsey 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  on  the  public  health 
of  the  District  during  1953. 

The  estimated  population  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  was 
16330.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  1953  was  158  and  the 
rate  of  natural  increase  is  thus  9.7  per  1000  population.  There  were 
293  (151  male  and  142  female)  live  births  which  give  a  rate  per  1000 
population  of  21.3  when  corrected  for  purposes  of  comparison  with 
similar  rates  in  other  areas.  The  live  birth  rate  for  the  administrative 
county  is  16.4  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  15.5  per  1000  population 

The  death  rate  based  on  135  deaths  (75  male  and  60  female)  after 
correction  for  comparability  was  9.3  per  1000  population.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  administrative  county  respec¬ 
tively  was  1 1.4  and  10.6  per  1000  population. 

The  infant  death  rate  (under  one  year  of  age)  was  40.9  per  1000  live 
births,  based  on  293  such  births  and  12  infant  deaths.  The  mean  num¬ 
ber  of  live  births  and  infant  deaths  during  the  period  1934 — 1943  was 
273.6  and  1 1.4  respectively  which  give  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  41.7 
per  1000  live  births  for  that  decennium.  The  ten  year  period  1944 — 
1953  gives  an  average  infant  death  rate  of  36.2  per  1000  live  births  based 
on  a  mean  of  298.2  live  births  and  10.8  infant  deaths  for  the  ten  year 
period.  The  infant  death  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the 
administrative  county  were  respectively  during  1953  26.8  and  24.1  per 
1000  live  births. 
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Infant  deaths  have  varied  in  the  past  ten  years  from  21  in  104!)  to 
5  in  1950,  and  such  variations  arc  reflected  in  a  fluctuating  infant  mor¬ 
tality  rate,  and  this  figure  in  1946  was  74.5  and  in  1950  18.8  per  1000 
live  births.  This  or  any  other  rate  calculated  on  relatively  small  num¬ 
bers  has  not  the  same  significance  as  if  the  number  on  which  the  rate  is 
based  were  greater. 

The  neontal  (under  4  weeks  of  age)  deaths  were  6  in  number. 

Death  rates  from  special  causes  gave  the  following  rates  per  1000 
population  for  tuberculosis  (0.12  per  1000),  cancer  (0.9  per  1000)  and 
pneumonia  (0.61  per  1000).  The  proportional  mortality  rates  of  princi¬ 
pal  diseases  expressed  as  a  proportion  of  the  total  deaths  during  the 
year  were  :  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  other  than  coronary 
disease,  27.4  per  cent,  vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  10.4  per  cent, 
cancer  11.1  per  cent,  coronary  disease  13.3  per  cent,  influenza,  pneu¬ 
monia  and  bronchitis  10.4  per  cent,  and  tuberculosis  1.5  per  cent. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  ages  65  years  and  over  was  75  of  which 
43  were  in  respect  of  males  and  32  for  females.  Of  this  number  39 
occurred  between  the  ages  of  65  and  77  years  and  36  between  77  and 
92  years. 

The  incidence  rate  per  1000  population  for  the  following  notifiable 
diseases  in  the  District  during  1953  were,  whooping  cough  i.x  (England 
and  Wales  3. 58),  scarlet  fever  0.5  (England  and  Wales  1.39)  and  measles 
1S.0  (England  and  Wales  12.36). 

Notifications  of  infective  diseases  totalled  361  for  the  District 
during  1953  ;  this  number  included  16  in  respect  of  poliomyelitis. 

Tuberculosis  notifications  which  are  not  included  above  numbered 
12  during  1953  ;  10  were  for  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease. 

430  children  under  13  years  of  age  were  immunized  during  the  year 
in  the  Rural  District,  164  of  whom  were  primarilv  inoculated  ;  71  of 

the  latter  number  were  under  one  vear  of  age. 

Other  relevant  data  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report  which  is 
followed  by  that  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assist¬ 
ance  and  co-operation  1  have  received  from  the  staff  and  my  colleagues 
at  all  times. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Roderick  Mackay, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

May,  1954. 
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STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

R.  MACKAY,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

E.  W.  NEWMAN,  m.s.i.a. 

Ceit.  San.  Inspector  and  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

T.  F.  HARDING,  m.s.i.a. 

Cert.  San.  inspector  and  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  also  in  that  capacity  for  the 
other  three  constituent  authorities  of  the  East  Wilts  Combined  Dis¬ 
tricts,  viz.  Amesbury  R.D.,  Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  R.D.,  and 
Marlborough  M.B.,  and  is  responsible  for  the  public  health  duties  im¬ 
posed  by  statute  upon  his  office.  He  holds,  in  addition,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  in  this  respect  carries  out, 
on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  duties  in  connexion  with  the  welfare 
services  for  which  it  is  mainly  responsible. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  together  with  his  assistant  carries 
out  within  the  District,  in  consulation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  statutory  duties  which  are  placed  upon  the  authority  generally  in 
connexion  with  the  public  health. 

The  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
are  satisfactorily  integrated. 

Matters  of  Public  Health  are  normally  dealt  with  by  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  of  the  District  Council. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

75828 

Number  of  Parishes 

25 

Population  mid-1953,  as  estimated  by  the 

Registrar 

General 

Total 

16330 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1953 

3860 

By  Private  Enterprise 

28 

By  Local  Authority  .... 

88 

Rateable  Value  .... 

£105671 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  rate 

.... 

£413 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

M.  F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

151  142 

293 

Legitimate 

144  138 

282 

Illegitimate 

7  4 

1 1 

Still  Births 

3  3 

6 

Legitimate 

3  3 

6 

Illegitimate 

-  - 

- 

Live  Birth  Rate  .... 

21.3 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

15-5 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 

75  60 

135 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  .... 

9-3 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .... 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

1 1.4 

Total 

4  8 

12 

Legitimate 

4  8 

12 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births 

40.9 

Infant  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

26.8 

NOTE  : 


The  number  of  births,  still-births,  and  deaths  are  those  registered 
during  1953  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers. 

BIRTH  RATE ,  INFANT  DEATH  RATE ,  TOTAL  DEATH  RATE, 

1953 


Pewsey 

A  dministr  alive 

England 

ILL)'. 

County 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  popn.) 

21.3 

16.4 

15-5 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  popn.)  .... 

9-3 

10.7 

11.4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 

year  (per  1000  live 

births)  .... 

40.9 

24.1 

26.8 

Deatli  Rates — Special  Causes 

(per  1000  popn.)  : —  .... 

Tuberculosis  .... 

0.12 

O.I 

0.2 

Cancer  .... 

0.9 

1.6 

— 

Pneumonia 

o.b 

0.6 

0-5 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  number  of  infective  diseases  notified  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1953  was  373  including  12  notifications  in  respect  of  tuberculosis. 
Of  this  number  measles,  on  its  biennial  wave,  accounted  for  309  or  83 
per  cent  approximately.  There  were  in  addition  19  notifications  for 
whooping  cough,  8  for  scarlet  lever,  4  for  dysentery,  and  one  each  for 
food  poisoning,  erysipelas,  and  encephalitis.  The  season  of  greatest 
incidence  of  those  diseases  notified  was  February  to  April  inclusive, 
but  January,  May,  June  and  July  gave  comparatively  large  numbers. 
The  greatest  numbers  were  notified  in  the  age  group  5 — 9  years,  but  ages 
2,  3,  4  and  age  groups  10 — 14  years  otherwise  showed  the  greatest  inci¬ 
dence. 

By  far  the  more  important  notifications  were  the  16  received  in 
the  course  of  the  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  which  occurred  in  the  Rural 
District  during  the  period  May  to  August  (1953).  Notification  of  the 
first  case  was  received  on  29.5.53  but  the  actual  onset  of  the  disease 
was  some  ten  days  earlier. 

Nine  cases  were  notified  from  North  Tidworth,  three  from  Colling- 
bourne  Ducis,  two  from  Netheravon,  and  one  from  Ludgershall,  during 
the  period  29th  May  to  7th  August  ;  an  additional  case  was  notified 
from  Tudgershall  as  having  occurred  on  30.9.53.  There  were  in  addi¬ 
tion  two  cases  of  the  disease  reported  (but  not  notified)  from  North 
Tidworth,  and  eleven  cases  outside  the  central  focus  of  infection  within 
the  Rural  District  which  may  very  well  have  been  associated  with  it. 
The  weekly  distribution  of  the  cases  in  the  outbreak  is  tabulated  be¬ 
low. 
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POLYIOMYEUTIS  OUTBREAK  IN  PEWSEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  AND  ASSOCIATED  CASES,  1953 

WEEKLY  INCIDENCE 

Week  Ended  23/5  30/5  2/6  9/6  16/6  23/6  30/6  7/7  14/7  21/7  28/7  4/8  2/10  Remarks 

Total  Cases  4416131311211  Pewsey  R.D.  18 

(29)  Outside  Pewsey 


G 

O 

ct3 

u 

<U 

X 

+-I 

<L> 

z 


.  o 
Z  Z 


_L 

G  H 

1-  G 

3  hJ 
O  ^ 

42 

bjo  - 
C 


O 

O  C/5 
CD 

—  P 

7SQ 


H 

77  rG 
- - +-* 

G 

—  O 
cd  ^ 

if) 

u 

Qj  CD 
bj&.P 


03 
CD  ■ 

4-> 

2 

0 

o 

cn 

<y. 

cd 


r-H  cd 


CD  -*-» 
4-»  u 


aj 


C/5  O  ' 
bjQ  > 

.2  ^ 

o 


-G  >,  77- 

rt  77 
O  3  - — .rr1 

<u  X  X  75  c 
^  o7 


H  o  H 


xi  ±; 

t!  G 
O  "G 

&  <d 


t-l  G  t-l 
0-0  0 
x  Z  C  Z 


^  Soffi 

S  Z  32  X 


f-H 

P 

rQ 


G 

O 

to'O 

CCO 

•  r-  <L> 

’C  ^ 
’G  1,1 

Q  H 


ro 


ro 


I  I 


I  I 


I  I 


I  I 


I  I 


I  I 


I  I 


co 


r  ^  _ _ 

.  C t 
(V.  " — 

OS 

P  M 

O 

►>>  * 
CD  03 

1— H 

>,00 

u 

CD 

§« 

_ T 

J— 1  1— < 

g£ 

d;  '  M 
(/)  ' 

O 

3  0 

/—> 

if)  x 
(— > 

■s 

QJ 

03 

r~| 

P 

O 

HO 

<D 

cd 

Ph 

< 

m 

S 

<u 

1/5 

t-< 

o 


q 


►> 

In 

G  ^ 
X  10 

(/)  - — - 

aj 

rl 

G 

<1 


7 


Services  (2) 

(a)  Includes  2  cases  reported  but  not  notified — improved  before  seen.  (Number  notified  in  Pewsey  R.D' 
was  thus  16  of  whom  10  had  some  degree  of  paralysis.  There  were  2  deaths  in  the  Pewsey  R.D.  and  1  in  Ames- 
bury  R.D.) 


The  actual  incidence  showed  that  15  cases  occurred  from  19th  May 
until  9th  June  when  there  was  a  lapse  of  a  few  days  before  the  next 
crop  (8  cases)  came  up  on  15th  June  and  continued  to  occur  more  or 
less  steadily  until  5th  July.  The  final  instalment  (6  cases)  occurred 
after  an  interval  of  about  a  week  on  the  13th  July,  and  continued  after 
a  gap  of  again  a  week  with  a  case  on  the  19th  July,  two  on  the  25th 
July,  one  on  the  2nd  August,  and  the  last  one  on  the  30th  September. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  association  between  most  of  these 
cases,  which  was  satisfactorily  established  certainly  in  the  earlier  cases 
in  the  outbreak  ;  for  instance,  case  No.  1  was  clearly  connected  with 
cases  3  and  4  and  also  case  n  through  the  latter’s  brother,  all  as  play¬ 
mates  and  school  companions.  Cases  5  and  6  were  similarly  associated 
with  the  first  case  ;  and  adult  case  No.  10  was  most  likely  infected  in 
his  lodgings  in  contact  with  a  child  who  developed  severe  vomiting  who 
had  been  in  direct  contact  with  both  case  No.  1  and  case  14. 

It  is  probable  that  all  these  cases  were  connected  in  some  way  but 
it  is  not  always  possible  to  establish  what  the  common  link  is  in  these 
investigations.  Some  features  of  this  outbreak  suggest  that  the  em¬ 
phasis  may  be  placed  perhaps  more  on  the  transmission  of  the  disease 
by  the  intestinal  tract  rathei  than  by  the  respiratory  route.  There 
are  unexplained  cases  where  no  possible  contact  could  be  established 
except  through  an  intermediary  who  may  have  been  excreting  the  virus 
without  ever  having  shown  any  clinical  symptoms  or  signs  of  the  disease. 

If  the  intestinal  method  of  spread  is  the  more  important  one,  then 
clearly  these  outbreaks  can  all  the  more  readily  be  controlled  by  the 
standard  methods  adopted  against  bowel  diseases  generally. 

This  outbreak  like  any  other  considerable  occurrence  of  infective 
disease  necessitated  painstaking  investigation  which  would  clearly 
have  been  impossible  without  the  ungrudging  and  ready  co-operation 
of  the  sanitary  staff,  without  whose  assistance  in  this  connexion  the 
necessary  spadework  could  not  have  been  as  effectively  carried  out. 

Complete  liaison  was  maintained  throughout  with  the  army  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  area,  and  with  the  epidemiological  section  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

There  were  two  deaths  in  the  Rural  District  during  this  outbreak 
of  poliomyelitis. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  12  notifications  in  respect  of  tuberculosis,  two  of  which 
were  non-respiratory  and  included  one  notification  for  tuberculous 
adenitis. 

There  was  one  deatli  amongst  males  and  one  in  females  from  res¬ 
piratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year  in  the  Rural  District. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1953 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS),  1953 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION 


These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  depart¬ 
ment  under  Part  111  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Immunizations  are  carried  out  at  welfare  clinics,  and  at  schools 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  by  the  County 
Medical  staff,  and  by  general  medical  practitioners  who  also  perform  all 
vaccinations  against  smallpox  on  a  patient-doctor  basis  by  ar.  nge- 
ment. 

The  County  Medical  Officer’s  department  notifies  mothers  when  the 
infant  is  three  months  old,  and  Health  Visitor  ‘  follow  up  ’  acts  as  a  fur¬ 
ther  stimulus,  and  also  to  ascertain  whether  consent  is  withheld,  and  to 
supplement  information  about  infants  who  may  have  been  vaccinated 
but  not  recorded  and  so  on.  Birth  notifications  are  used  as  a  basis  for 
conducting  this  enquiry,  and  the  register  is  kept  up  to  date  by  record 
cards  returned  by  the  family  doctor,  supplemented  by  the  Health  Visi¬ 
tors’  enquiries. 

The  number  of  children  under  one  year  old  immunized  during  1953 
in  the  Rural  District  was  71  ;  there  were  293  births  during  the  year. 
In  the  age  groups  1 — 4  years  and  5 — 15  years  respectively,  71  and  22 
were  immunized  during  1953.  The  total  number  primarily  immunized 
under  15  years  of  age  was  164.  The  following  numbers  were  inoculated 
against  diphtheria  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Age  Year 


Group 

(Years) 

1944 

’45 

’46 

’47 

’48 

’49 

’50 

’5i 

’52 

’53 

T’t’l 

Under  5 

251 

248 

203 

142 

190 

60 

176 

304 

242 

142 

1958 

5—15 

39 

20 

19 

20 

142 

29 

42 

34 

43 

22 

410 

290 

268 

222 

162 

332 

89 

218 

338 

285 

164 

2368 

In  addition  266  children  were  re-inoculated  during  the  year  ;  139 
were  in  the  10 — 14  years  age  group  ;  and  119  between  5  and  9  years 
of  age.  The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  performed  against  small¬ 
pox  were  197  of  which  169  were  in  respect  of  infants  in  the  first  year  of 
life. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  are  six  public  water  supplies  in  the  Rural  District,  five  of 
which  are  chlorinated.  It  has  been  necessary  to  recommend  chlorina¬ 
tion  of  the  sixth  supply  (at  Wootton  Rivers)  to  the  Council  in  view  of 
persistent  pollution,  and  this  is  being  done.  These  supplies  may  thus 
be  said  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

There  are  sixteen  water  supplies  other  than  public  supplies  through¬ 
out  the  Rural  District  as  tabulated  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector.  These  latter  supplies  are  generally  less  satisfactory 
than  the  public  supplies  insofar  as  they  are,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
unchlorinated. 
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HOUSING 

The  number  of  houses  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  during 
the  year  was  88  ;  an  additional  24  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  time  is  given  and  rightly  so  to  the  in¬ 
spection  of  housing  and  general  statutory  action  in  that  connexion. 

Some  129  dwellings  out  of  418  inspections  for  housing  defects  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  were  found  to  be  in  some  degree  unfit  for  habitation.  As 
the  result  of  informal  action  36  unsatisfactory  dwellings  were  rendered 
fit  for  habitation.  Three  dwellings  were  rendered  fit  after  formal 
notice.  Eight  demolition  orders  were  made  during  the  year  in  the 
Rural  District. 

The  rural  housing  survey  is  in  hand,  and  data  of  unsatisfactory 
housing  are  thus  being  compiled  with  a  view  to  remedial  action  in  terms 
of  legislation  in  respect  of  housing  repairs  and  so  forth  now  before 
Parliament. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Details  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
regard  to  the  general  supervision  of  food,  and  premises  are  tabulated 
bv  type  and  parish.  Reference  is  made  to  meat  inspection  at  the  public 
slaughterhouse  in  Pewsey  and  it  will  be  noted  that  practically  one-fifth 
of  cows  slaughtered  in  both  1952  and  1953  were  infected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

The  proportion  of  cows  infected  with  tuberculosis  (18)  among  those 
slaughtered  (150)  was  12  per  cent  in  1938  and  has  steadily  decreased 
from  65  per  cent  in  1944  to  its  present  level  of  about  19  per  cent  in  1953. 

The  figures  on  which  these  proportions  are  based  are  given  below  : — 
1944  ’45  ’46  ’47  ’48  ’49  ’50  ’51  ’52  ’53 

Cows  inspected 

at  slaughter  605  544  5^°  —  500  3§6  386  418  337  180 

No.  infected 
with  tuber¬ 
culosis  396  189  164  101  127  81  75  63  35 

It  may  be  stated  that  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  shops,  eating 
houses,  and  food  kitchens  in  the  Rural  District  was  satisfactory  in  1953, 
and  there  has  not  been  any  considerable  incidence  of  illness  traceable 
to  food  contamination. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


I 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN,  1953 

M.  F. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ....  ....  ....  1  1 

Total 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

—  ' 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

I 

- 

I 

4 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

— 

s 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

1 

1 

2 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

4 

11 

,,  ,,  lung-bronchus 

— 

12 

,,  ,,  breast  .... 

— 

2 

2 

13 

,,  ,,  uterus  .... 

- 

- 

— 

M 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

2 

8 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16 

Diabetes 

- 

— 

_ 

1 7 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

9 

14 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

10 

8 

18 

!9 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

1 

1 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

16 

14 

30 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

2 

6 

22 

Influenza 

1 

1 

23 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

10 

24 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

.  1 

3 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

- 

2 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

— 

— 

3i 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

2 

3 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

6 

11 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

— 

4 

34 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

35 

Suicide  .... 

- 

— 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

- 

1 

Total  all  causes 

75 

60 

135 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
PEWSEY 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1953. 

It  has  been  compiled  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  directions  laid  down  in  Circular  1/54. 

I  would  respectfully  draw  the  Members’  attention  to  paragraphs 
on  Housing,  Food  Poisoning  and  Poliomyelitis  all  of  which  are  matters 
uppermost  in  our  minds  at  this  present  time. 

I  must  again  thank  members  of  the  Council  and  members  of  the 
staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  past  year. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Newman. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

E.  W.  NEWMAN,  m.s.i.a. 

R.S.I.  and  S.I.  Joint  Board  Cert.  R.S.I.  Cert,  in  inspection  of 

Meat  and  other  foods.  R.S.I.  Cert,  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied 
to  Buildings  and  Public  Works 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

T.  F.  HARDING,  m.s.i.a. 

R.S.I.  and  S.I.  Joint  Board  Cert.  R.S.I.  Cert,  in  inspection  of 

Meat  and  other  foods 

DUTIES 

Both  Inspectors  carry  out  only  the  duties  as  laid  down  in  the 
Sanitary  Officers’  (outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 

COMMITTEE 

The  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 
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TABLE  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Water  Supply  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  77 

Drainage  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  282 

Movable  Dwellings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

Factories  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Pest  Control  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  324 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  105 

Visits  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ....  ....  ....  150 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  1936  ....  ....  ....  ....  88 

Overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  325 

Verminous  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  47 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  69 

Rural  Housing  Survey  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  152 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection....  ....  ....  ...  109 

Slaughterhouse  and  Knacker's  Yard  ....  ....  ....  287 

Butchers,  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  .  ..  —  ....  9 

Grocers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  31 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Ice-cream  premises  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Food  preparing  premises  .  ....  ....  ....  ....  55 

Licenced  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

Milk  Sampling  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  25 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 


Total  visits  2229 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 
NORTH  TIDWORTH— THE  GUILDHALL 

I  regret  to  report  that  Informal  Action  and  a  Statutory  Notice 
failed  to  bring  about  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  at  the  Guildhall, 
North  Tidworth  ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Ludgershall 
Court  for  an  Abatement  Order  against  the  owner.  The  Order  was 
made  and  costs  granted  to  the  Council.  As  a  result  the  nuisance  was 
abated. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


I. 

Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year 

(a) 

By  Local  Authority 

88 

(b) 

Private  Enterprise 

24 

(c) 

Conversion  of  Council  House  to  two  flats. 
Additional  Units 

1 

2. 

Inspection 

(i) 

of  dwellings  during  the  year 

Inspected  for  Housing  Defects  under  P.H.  Acts 

150 

(ii) 

Inspected  for  Housing  Defects  under  Housing 
Acts 

268 

(iii) 

Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or 
reasonably  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation 

78 

(iv) 

Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation 

5i 

3- 

Remedy  of  defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  Informal  Action 

36 

4- 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  ( Public  Health  and  Housing 

A  cts) 

(a) 

Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of 
Housing  Acts,  193b 

NIL 

(i) 

Number  cf  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  no¬ 
tices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied 

NIL 

(ii) 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  Notices  : —  .... 

NIL 

(a) 

By  owners 

NIL 

(b) 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

NIL 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  for¬ 
mal  notices  were  served  ....  ....  ....  3 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  NIL 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ..  8 

(ii)  Numbei  of  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of 

Demolition  Orders  ....  ...  ....  ....  10 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  ....  ....  2 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed  ....  ....  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  193b 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  of  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
made  .  NIL 

16 


(ii)  N umber  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms,  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
cancelled,  as  a  result  of  premises  having  been 
made  fit  ....  ....  ....  ....  .  NIL 

lousing  Act,  193b,  Part  iv.  Overcrowding 

(i)  Number  of  known  cases  of  overcrowded  dwell¬ 
ings  at  end  of  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  discovered  during  the  year  13 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  abated  during  the  year  ....  13 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 

CLASSIFICATION 


12345  Total 
778  66  61  25  173  1103 

Although  only  about  one-third  of  the  Housing  Survey  has  been 
carried  out,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  accent  has  been  on  the 
houses  which  will  require  attention  rather  than  on  those  against  which 
it  is  obvious  no  action  would  be  taken.  As  a  result  of  this  policy  the 
records  of  bad  houses  in  the  district  are  reasonably  comprehensive. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  report  on  Infectious  Disease  is  a  matter  for  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  but  in  view  of  the  time  spent  on  the  investigation  of  Polio- 
mvclitis  in  the  Tidworth  area,  I  feel  justified  in  commenting  on  that 
section  of  our  work. 

There  is  frequent  discussion  by  Health  Officers  in  other  Local 
Authorities  as  to  whether  cases  of  poliomyelitis  need  be  investigated 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  but  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  time  spent  in 
visiting  these  cases,  associating  them  with  other  cases,  and  excluding 
school  children  where  necessary,  all  in  consultation  with  and  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  was  well  justified  and, 
in  fact,  prevented  a  far  more  serious  outbreak  over  a  wider  area. 

There  were  fifteen  cases  in  the  Pewsey  Rural  District  during  the 
period  from  29th  May  to  7th  August,  1953,  and  some  associated  cases 
out  of  the  district.  There  was  one  isolated  case  in  the  Rural  District 
in  October  making  a  total  of  16.  There  were  two  other  unconfirmed 
cases. 

All  the  cases  occurring  in  the  main  outbreak  would  appear  to  have 
been  associated  with  each  other  or  with  other  persons  who  may  have 
been  suffering  from  the  disease. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 
PEWSEY 

Bacteriological  Samples  1  Satisfactory  Chlorinated. 

Chemical  ,,  1  ,,  „ 

Samples  taken  from  main  after  treatment. 


95%  °f  the  houses  in  the  Pewsey  Parish  have  a  public  mains  water 
supply  available,  and  only  approximately  i%  of  these  have  to  rely  on 
a  stand-pipe. 

LUDGERSHALL 

Bacteriological  Samples  3  Satisfactory  Chlorinated. 

Chemical  ,,  1 

Samples  taken  from  main  after  treatment. 

95%  °(  the  houses  in  Ludgershall  have  a  Public  main  water  supply 
and  it  is  estimated  that  only  1%  of  these  houses  have  to  rely  on  a  stanch 
pipe. 

COLUNGBOURNES 

Bacteriological  Samples  1  Satisfactory  Chlorinated. 

Chemical  ,, 

1  his  scheme  has  only  been  completed  about  twelve  months  and 
fresh  connections  are  being  made  each  month.  It  is  roughly  esti¬ 
mated  that  90%  of  the  houses  in  the  area  have  a  piped  supply  although 
at  present  probably  only  50%  have  a  direct  supply  indoors. 

CHUTE 

(Same  source  of  supply  as  Ludgershall) 

Bacteriological  Samples  2  Satisfactory  Chlorinated. 

Chemical  ,,  1 

Samples  taken  from  main  after  treatment. 

Except  for  one  or  two  isolated  cottages  all  the  houses  in  Chute  are 
supplied  directly  from  the  main. 

WOOTTON  RIVERS 

Bacteriological  Samples  19  Final  Samples  Satisfactory. 

Chemical  ,,  —  Not  treated. 

Four  samples  were  taken  at  the  bore,  the  rest  at  points  on  the 
system.  All  except  twelve  houses  have  a  public  main  supply  in  this 
Parish.  Twenty-six  have  the  supply  indoors  and  twenty  from  stand¬ 
pipes. 

This  source  of  water  has  given  some  concern  during  the  year. 
Farlv  samples  showed  faecal  contamination  which  it  was  thought 
originated  from  cattle  troughs.  These  troughs  have  now  been  fatted 
with  overflows  and  the  faecal  contamination  lias  ceased. 

It  would  appear  that  cattle  troughs  not  fitted  with  overflows  be¬ 
come  filled  by  rain  and  other  liquid  so  that  the  inlet  ball  valve  is  sub¬ 
merged.  There  is  then  nothing  to  prevent  seepage  back  through  the 
valve  into  the  main. 

With  the  increase  in  Rural  water  schemes  and  the  provision  of 
water  to  cattle  troughs  by  Local  Authorities,  it  would  seem  that  care 
must  be  exercised  to  ensure  that  all  cattle  troughs  supplied  by  public 
mains  are  equipped  with  an  overflow  of  adequate  dimensions  at  least 
two  inches  below  the  level  of  the  inlet. 


EVERLEIGH 

Bacteriological  Samples  i  Satisfactory  Chlorinated. 
Chemical  ,, 

Samples  taken  from  main  after  treatment. 

There  is  a  War  Department  main  which  has  been  extended  in  the 
last  few  weeks  to  serve  the  Public.  Information  with  regard  to  the 
number  oi  houses  and  the  population  served  is  not  yet  available. 


WATER  SUPPLIES  OTHER  THAN  PUBLIC 


Parish 

Samples 

Result 

Alton  Barnes 

1  Bact. 

Sat. 

Alton  Priors 

2  Bact. 

Not  sat. 
but  not 
harmful 

Burbage 

1  Bact. 

Sat. 

Easton  Royal 

1  Bact. 

Sat. 

1  Chemical 

Sat. 

Enford 

2  Bact. 

Sat. 

Fittleton  and 

1  Bact. 

Sat. 

Netheravon 

Milton  Lil- 

1  Bact. 

Sat. 

bourne 

North  Tid- 

_ 

— 

worth 

North 

_ 

Newnton 

Oare 

1  Bact. 

Sat. 

Upavon 

1  Bact. 

Sat. 

Remarks 

No  piped  supply  available  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  houses  on  a  private 
supply. 

Do.  do. 

Piped  supply  to  Council  Houses 
only.  Main  public  supply  under 
construction. 

Private  piped  supply  connected 
to  central  part  of  Parish  with 
probably  50%  stand-pipes. 
W.D.  main  not  chlorinated  and 
supplies  all  W.D.  property  and 
Council  Houses. 

W.D.  main  not  chlorinated. 
Supplies  Council  Houses  and 
all  W.D.  property.  About 

50%  of  these  properties  are 
served  only  by  stand-pipes. 
Private  supply  unchlorinated, 
estimated  60%  of  the  Parish 
supplied  direct. 

W.D.  supply  chlorinated.  Sup¬ 
plies  majority  of  Parish.  esti¬ 
mated  80%  direct  supply,  and 
remainder  by  stand-pipe. 

No  piped  supply. 

Council  supply  to  Council 

Houses  only.  A  private  supply 
serves  a  small  percentage  of 
the  Parish. 

Council  supply  to  Council 

Houses  only.  A  few  houses  are 
connected  to  a  private  supply. 
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Wilcot  2  Bact. 


Wood-  i  Bact. 

borough 

Wilsford 

Charlton 

Rushall 


Unsatis-  Well  supplies  —  arrangements 

factory  being  made  to  connect  old 

houses  to  sewage  plant  so  that 
pollution  from  contents  of  buc¬ 
kets  is  avoided. 

Sat.  Supply  to  Council  Houses  only. 

Private  supply  serving  prob¬ 
ably  90%  of  the  Parish. 

Do.  do. 

—  Private  supply  serving  prob¬ 

ably  50%  of  the  Parish. 


Water  samples  from  sundry  wells  in  the  district,  and  from  the 
River  Avon  arc  invariably  polluted.  It  is  obvious  from  the  results 
obtained  that  both  water  mains  and  sewerage  schemes  are  required  in 
all  parishes  not  already  supplied. 

The  sewerage  scheme  fcr  the  Avon  Valley  villages  now  being  pre¬ 
pared,  should  be  given  the  utmost  priority  as  soon  as  the  main  water 
becomes  available,  in  view  of  the  serious  and  increasing  pollution  of 
the  River  Avon. 

DRAINAGE 


UP  A  VON 

A  new  sewage  disposal  plant  has  been  installed  at  Upavon  serving 
all  the  Council  Houses,  both  pre-war  and  post-war. 

Apart  from  minor  impiovements  no  other  works  of  s;  werage  and 
sewage  disposal  have  been  carried  out. 

SEPTIC  TANK  INSTALLATION 

A  further  39  new  septic  tanks,  serving  48  privately  owned  houses, 
have  been  constructed  in  various  parishes. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  continued  to  use 
the  anti-blood  coagulant  ‘  Warfarin  ’  exclusively,  and  with  consider¬ 
able  success,  against  rats  and  mice.  Private  dwellings  were  treated 
free  of  charge,  but  although  the  Council  were  forced  to  increase  their 
charges  to  occupiers  of  business  premises,  there  has  been  no  decline  in 
the  readiness  of  these  people  to  have  their  premises  disinfested. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-one  premises  of  all  kinds  were  treated 
during  1953,  compared  with  one  hundred  and  seventy  in  1952,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  in  1951  :  this  very  considerable  increase  of 
work  has  been  carried  out  without  any  significant  rise  in  costs.  The 
necessity  for  the  treatment  of  so  many  more  premises  may  be  ascribed 
mainly  to  the  mild  weather  of  September  to  December,  1953,  which 
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encouraged  the  breeding  of  rats  in  the  fields  and  hedgerows  where  they 
could  not  be  attacked  easily  :  when  the  colonies  moved  to  winter  quar¬ 
ters  in  search  of  warmth  and  food,  the  operator  was  kept  very  busy 
indeed  dealing  with  the  complaints  that  poured  in. 

Normal  routine  work  carried  out  included  regular  treatment  of 
the  refuse  tip  and  sewage  works  ;  the  sewers  at  Pewsey  and  Ludger- 
shall  received  their  annual  test  baiting  and  were  found  to  be  quite  free 
of  rats. 

A  number  of  food  shops  were  sprayed  with  insecticide  as  a  pre¬ 
caution  against  flies,  and  several  food  preparing  premises  were  treated 
to  rid  them  of  cockroaches  ;  smoke  generators  were  used  and  proved 
very  efficient  and  economical  in  this  connection. 

FACTORIES 

Number  of  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ....  ...  ....  6 

Number  of  Factories  with  mechanical  power  ....  ...  ....  52 

Inspections  were  made  of  28  of  these  factories  and  a  number  of 
defects  were  dealt  with  informally. 

FOOD 

MEAT 

The  opening  of  the  Swindon  Abattoir  has  eased  the  situation  at 
the  local  Slaughterhouse,  but  a  certain  amount  of  overtime  is  still 
necessary  to  maintain  100%  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered.  Killing 
still  takes  place  on  Saturday  afternoons  or  Sundays  during  certain 
periods  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  following  table  that  although  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cattle,  calves,  and  sheep  has  dropped  by  about  one-third,  the 
number  of  pigs  slaughtered  has  increased  seven  to  eight  times. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION —  CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


Butchers  ....  ....  ....  ....  g 

Bakers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Grocers  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Fishmongers  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Greengrocers  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Cafes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

Fishfryers  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers  ....  ....  1 

Food  Factories  ....  ....  ....  3 

Licenced  Houses  ....  ....  ....  44 

General  Stores....  ....  ....  ....  17 

Reg.  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Reg.  Distributors  ....  ....  ....  6 

Registrations  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 
For  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ....  ....  46 

Fishfryers  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  ....  ....  5 


Food  premises  are  not  visited  regularly  but  as  and  when  necessary 
The  absence  of  food  poisoning  traced  to  bad  food  handling  gives  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  very  high  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  shops.  In  view  of 
the  high  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  which  occur  in  school  kit¬ 
chens  generally,  it  is  felt  that  particular  mention  should  be  made  of  the 
absence  of  any  such  cases  in  this  district,  where  such  kitchens  probably 
serve  a  greater  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  school  children  than 
in  a  built-up  area. 


FOODS  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  were  served  on  the  owner  and  occupier  of  one  Cafe.  As  a  result 
works  of  improvement  were  carried  out. 


FOOD  CONDEMNED 

Jars,  packages  and  sundry  articles  16  lb.  15  ozs. 

Tinned  Food — 1O4  Tins  259  lb.  5  ozs. 

Fish  9  lb.  of  Prawns 

Meat  in  shops  (mainly  bone  taint)  270I  lb. 

Condemned  food  is  either  collected  by  the  refuse  vehicle  and  de¬ 
posited  at  the  tip,  or  diverted  for  consumption  by  pigs.  Meat  con¬ 
demned  in  shops  is  returned  to  the  Slaughterhouse  and  disposed  of 
by  the  usual  channels. 
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